


Judges פַט שָׁ [shaw·fat] – “Leader”

•Author: Samuel (traditionally) to Israel

•Key verse: Judges 21:25

“In those days there was no king in 
Israel; everyone did what was right in 
his own eyes.” 

•Purpose: You need a King
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Location

•Regional leaders
•Never over the 
entire Kingdom

•Various periods



•Period: 1350 to 1052 BC (Joshua and Saul)

•Written: 1052 (Saul) ͌ 1004 (Fall of Jerusalem)



Judges 1:1-16 

Debir



Judges 1:1-16 

•Good first round!
•Seek & follow God’s leadership
•Cooperation between tribes
•Othniel introduced
•Honor prior commitments to the Kenites
•Obedience rewarded / enemies crushed



Judges 1:17-18

Debir



Judges 1:17-18

•Great round two!
•Cooperation & more victory
•But just when things get going …



Judges 1:19

19 And the Lord was with Judah…but he 
could not drive out the inhabitants of the 
plain because they had chariots of iron.

•Disconnect!
•The Lord is w/them, but they couldn’t…



Judges 1:20

20 And Hebron was given to Caleb, as Moses 
had said. And he drove out from it the three
sons of Anak.

•Anakim (Giants) – Num 13:33

•Round three!
•Old guard recovers momentum – phew!



Judges 1:21

21 But the people of Benjamin did not 
drive out the Jebusites who lived in 
Jerusalem, so the Jebusites have lived 
with the people of Benjamin in Jerusalem 
to this day.

•But now we are losing ground again?



Judges 1:22-26 Successful…or not?



Judges 1:27-29 Something is not right…



Judges 1:29-33

30 Zebulun - Kitron, Nahol
31 Asher - Acco, Sidon, Ahlab…
33 Naphtali - Beth-shemesh, Beth-anath,

…became subject to forced labor for them.



Judges 1:34-36

34 The Amorites pressed the people of Dan 
back into the hill country…persisted in 
dwelling in Mount Heres, in Aijalon, and 
in Shaalbim…

•Tribe of Dan actually loses – what?



Judges 2:1-5

…I said…you shall make no covenant with 
the inhabitants of this land; you shall 
break down their altars.’ But you have 
not obeyed my voice.

•Ex 34:11-14 – the reason for their failure
•Inquire / no treaties – Gibeon (Josh 9)



Judges 2:6-10 

8 And Joshua…died …And there arose 
another generation after them who did 
not know the Lord…

•Lack of competent leadership



Judges 2:11-13

…they abandoned the Lord, …went after 
other gods, from among the gods of the 
peoples who were around them…

•Did exactly what God said they would

(Ex 34:15-16)



Judges 2:14-15 

15 Whenever they marched out, the hand 
of the Lord was against them for harm, 
as the Lord had warned, and as the Lord 
had sworn to them…

•Deut 28:15-25



Judges 2:16-19

16 Then the Lord raised up judges, who 
saved …17 Yet they did not listen to their 
judges…

•Despite God’s faithfulness / not faithful



Judges 2:20-23

20 So the anger of the Lord was kindled 
against Israel…21 I will no longer drive out 
before them any of the nations …22 in 
order to test Israel by them

•Direct disobedience requires discipline



Summary

•Starts off well

•Tribes cooperate

•Victory initially comes, but…

•Waver and don’t drive out Canaanites

•The Lord disciplines disobedient Israel

•But still saves them despite faithlessness



The Good News 

•We are forgetful…He is faithful!
•Psalm 35:5-6 / Rev 19:11

•We forsake…He never feints!
•Deut 31:8 / Heb 13:5

•We are failing…He is forgiving!
•1 Jn 1:9 / Psalm 103:2-12
































