BIBLE INTERPRETATION #6
HERMENEUTICAL RULE:  When an expression is out of character with its context 

the statement may be considered figurative.

Philippians 3:2 “dogs”
Acts 20:29-30 “wolves”
Three main categories of interpretation



(Revelation 1:9-16)

LITERAL – An openly and plainly stated idea (one says just what he means)


     Revelation 1:9-11


FIGURATIVE – An illustration of an idea


     Revelation 1:13-15



Metaphor –



Simile –



Hyperbole – 




Matthew 18:8-9 –


SYMBOLIC – A representation of an idea


     Revelation 1:12, 16



Often a dream or a vision (Daniel 7:2-8)



Symbolic passages are usually defined by the scriptures as symbolic



     Example: Revelation 1:20 – “Stars and lampstands”



     Example: Ephesians 6:17 – Sword 

HERMENEUTICAL RULE:  All scripture, whether literal, figurative or symbolic 





communicates a single and tangible truth.
     Three easy steps to determine the right interpretation
1. Always seek the literal interpretation first.  If the literal is not consistent with the context then it may be figurative.

2. Look for a figure of speech.  If there is no illustration or comparison and the expression is too exaggerated or fantastic for the context, then the expression may be considered symbolic.

3. Search for a symbol’s definition in the context.  If a symbol is not defined by the scripture, be very careful of attributing a special meaning to it.

Practice: John 6:47-59
