BIBLE INTERPRETATION  #4
HERMENEUTICAL RULE #1:  YOU MUST KNOW WHAT A PASSAGE SAYS BEFORE YOU CAN UNDERSTAND WHAT IT MEANS.
HERMENEUTICAL RULE #2:  SCRIPTURE HAS ONLY ONE MEANING.
    William Ames (1576-1633) – “There is only one meaning for every place in Scripture. 
Otherwise the meaning of Scripture would not only be unclear and uncertain, 
but there would be no meaning at all—for anything which does not mean 
one thing surely means nothing.”
HERMENEUTICAL RULE #3:  ALWAYS WORK FROM THE PREMISE THAT ALL SCRIPTURE IS INSPIRED BY GOD

       AND IS WITHOUT ERROR.

Manuscript evidence (overhead)
      Practice:  1 Corinthians 7:10-16 (Note statements in verses 10-12)

Is this Entire passage inspired by God, or are some of Paul’s statements opinion?
Matthew 5:31-32, Matthew 19:8-9 - Paul is simply stating, “Here, I am QUOTING Jesus”





           And, “Here, I am NOT QUOTING Jesus”
HERMENEUTICAL RULE #4:  THE BIBLE INTERPRETS ITSELF; SCRIPTURE BEST EXPLAINS SCRIPTURE.
Eisegesis – to IMPART the READER’S meaning into the text.
Exegesis – to DRAW the AUTHOR’S meaning from the text.

Words – Ideas are communicated in words.

     Words are understood as they are used within a group of surrounding words.


Sample:  “Flesh” (sarx) – 



     John 1:14 – what does “flesh” mean?


     Romans 8:6-8 – What does “flesh” mean here?


Revelation 3:1-6

What event is Jesus speaking of?  THE RAPTURE?

Matthew 24:36-44; Luke 12:35-40


What event is “His coming” compared to?


1 Thessalonians 5:1-9



What comes upon them?

2 Peter 3:10-13



What does the Thief come to do?  And when does He come to do it?

Revelation 16:15-16 



Good day or bad day?
What is the Church encouraged to be in each passage? 

Is the Thief’s coming an event of great joy or an event of unprecedented destruction?
